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— The Only Reason 
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''Life has no other aim, asks no more than * (thee). 
Night, day, studies, talents, kingdoms, religion are all con- 
tained in this form full of light, in this soul which is all 
form." 
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Lux 0*6 / (rfio V f l€x dei. 



^^Blessed is the man whom thou chastenest^ O Lord, 
and teachest him out of thy law." 

—Psalms XCIV, 12. 



By many ways and modes have I come unto my truth ; 
unto the height whence mine eye regardeth the art-work of 
the future and where my mind contemplateth the trans- 
valuation of many values. 



"Behold, here is a new table! But where are my 
brethren to carry it down unto the valley and into hearts 
of flesh? — Thus spake Zarathustra." — Nietzsche. 



"I have departed from the house of scholars, and the 
door I have shut behind.'^ — Nietzsche. 



I have returned to the house of scholars, opened the 
door, and, behold, I find it a proud charnel-house. But, 
verily, it is about to have a most remarkable shaking. 



PREFACE. 

^^Nothing is more shameful * * * than to assert any 
thing to he done without a cause/^ 

— John Wray. 



^^Comme un point fixe fait remarquer Vemportement 
des autresJ^ — Pascal. 



He who is not content to look^ like an ignoramus^ at 
the phenomena of nature as disconnected, cannot any 
longer believe that the causes of earthquakes are not as 
comprehensively intelligible as are their effects. The 
buxom earth — Gaea, Titania, or whatever you may call her 
— still exhibits in her bountiful bodily form all the poly- 
phase physical charms and versatile functions of her mag- 
nanimous theological {id est, geologicsl) counterpart. 

The San Francisco casualty of April 18, 1906, may be 
known of careful thinkers (if not of professed scientists), 
before long, to have its profound spiritual side as well as 
somewhat commonplace material aspect : to be, as it were, 
for ^'an outward and visible sign of an inward and spiritual 
grace." As some'of the world's more seriously reflective* 



*As seriously reflective, we certainly do not refer to the sensation 
mongerlng priggish ("A prig Is a fellow who Is always making you a 
present of his opinions." — George EUlot) pedants. If such there be, 
who have already perhaps hastened to ylew the ruins and cavalierly 
disported themselves on the timely subject, who may have 'taken-up' 
and promptly forwarded a loco-foco offering to the popular relief-fund, 
and, perchance — In the course of human events, having by this time 
(id est, about forty days after the passing of the "nine days wonder") 
almost forgotten what little they ever knew about either earthquakes 
in geneml or the great San Francisco earthquake In particular, have 
doughtily jumped into the breach of wind-jamming litigation against 
the prodigious ''system" of the 'trust' Incubus, and Impetuously flocked 
to the volunteer support of their Illustrious soothsaying bourgeois 
compeers — ^those modem quixotic hydra and octopus challengers and 
qulntessentially perfenrld rhetoricians, not to say, character assassins, 
whose every act (id est, trade) 

"Augurs of ill; whose tongue was never found 
Without a priestly curse or boding sound." 

(^— Dryden) 



students not impossibly will look ^a leedtle outdt/ say with 
their sagacious minds' eyes, across the grim promiscuous 
scanty salvage outlying in divers directions from the d- 
devant arrogant brow of an allegedly scientific (S?) Nob 
Hill, it may become at least vaguely apparent to their 
shocked sensibilities that there has ^been and happened' 
something akin to a sudden violent upheaval and not un- 
like a consequent fiercely wind-swept holocaust, in respect 
of other flagrantly extravagant man-made institutions than 
seven million dollar city halls and "strictly fire-proof" 
Palace Hotels, etc. And yet, as probably some little time 
will have elapsed before the restoration of public confi- 
dence in Fools' Paradises such as that quondam one of 
Golden Gate harbor, or either until there will again exist 
that full measure of blind civic faith in the city-building 
instincts of repudiatory Bonanza mining kings and of 
Pacific railway subsidy grabbers, or in the kind of protec- 
tion afforded by fire-insurance that is, to say the least, 
hardly adequate, — so likewise also it may be many a day 
before the old-time unthinking devil-may-care credence in, 
and heedless acceptance of, faulty nebular hypotheses, 
stupid preposterous biological theories, and geological 
vacuities can again come in vogue. — ^Apish theories regard- 
ing the prehistoric descent of man ! — ^most fashionable and 
very new synthetic philosophies! — sociological humbug- 
gery ! and such-like f ol-de-rol ! — ^with all its exoteric ephe- 
meral sufficiency of seductive ten-cent magazines, of voci- 
ferating ^yellow' journals, of more or less brilliant though 
perhaps well-nigh barren legislative investigation commit- 
tees, beastly moral vivi-section societies, and revoltingly 
morbid problem novels! — ^be of good cheer gentle reader; 
for verily we say unto you that all these too, as well as the 
haughty pride of poorly-planned buildings, dishonest mas- 
onry, shoddy tenements, and of sundry other material 
vices and corruptions of the day, shall also in due time pass 
away and be heard of no more ; no, nor not even longer 
remembered. 

— It is a mere arsis, a hardly perceptible shrug, a slight 
inflection, a gesture of the eyebrow, a sheer ictus caudicu- 
latus, from falsity to truth — ^from unctuous (a miss is 
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quite as good as a million) apocrypha to divine uncondi- 
tional revelation;* from the simian^ not to say Linnean 
group, as it were, of lettered philosophasters, with all its 
paleozoic and cenozoic inanities, its exuberant ad nauseam 
babblement of eocene tertiary and anthropoid troglodytic 
precedence, its ashy figmentations and its ever so crabbed 
{id esty crab-like) vagaries — ^as, forsooth, of (ascending) 
descent (I) from (higher) lower order to (lower) higher 
order {verstehen 8ief ja, neinf) — to the natural {id est, 
generic) divinely begot {id est, genitive, or — dative: we 
do not pretend to decide the esoterical riddle** of "the 
chicken or the egg, which first?" nor indeed in any other 
wise or unwise to officiously meddle with the doings of 
'the Almighty') alone in the burning bush apocalypses 
of the only begotten 'I am that I am' and of such gentile 
(as born) disciples (those truly baphometically anointed 
ones of the genuine apostolic succession) as say the 
immortal Emerson, the most liberal Leo XIII, preemi- 
nent Disraeli, and great Carlyle, and the huge imperial 
soul (Hugo)f of democratic France, and of kind gentle 
Bismarck ("ifuU of mercy and good fruits" — 8t. 
James III, 17) ; of far-seeing Benjamin Franklin, who was 
so faithful in small things that he stood 'before' kings, of 
level-headed saintly Thomas Jefferson, and of all the other 
blessed American conscript fathers; and (not to speak of 
any who are still in the flesh), in short, of all those who 
steadfastly and consistently "hold of the Maker and not of 
the made" — of Socrates and good St. Paul and Marcus 
Aurelius Antoninus and Shakespeare and Jeremy Taylor, 



*It may not be amiss to observe at ithis Juncture that the moot 
questions of Jesus Christ's parentage and of Darwin's descent of 
man theory, though as antithetical as the two words, carnate and 
Incarnate, are equally cases in point. Ah, but how I miss the grand 
design (to use Emerson's words) if I let myself be concerned with 
such irrelevancies! 

** — Not will this author presume to compete with Mrs. ESddy, 
Scientist, in discussing the exdusiveness of mind and annihilation of 
matter. 

tThe etymologic significance of the word, 'Hugo,' as of 'huge/ is 
curiously enough, souL 



and Goethe, and Bichard Wagner, and Zoroaster, and 
Gonfucius and Buddha and stately Mahomet : — from omi- 
nous chaos to truthful definitiyeness, from darkness to 
light, from wretched anarchy to happy prosi>erous method, 
from dire ^^confusion worse confounded" to heaven's (and 
likewise the darksome nether r^on's) first and only law. 
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From Rime to Reason 



P*rll 



^^Mountain tail and ocean deep 
Trembling "balance duly keep" 

— Emerson. 



PABT FIRST. 



The problem of the awful earthquake is to the theorem 
of the frightful tempest as lithosphere to atmosphere ;^ or, 
of the dreadful torrent, as lithosphere to hydrosphere. 

As atmospheric storms are engendered^ in 8usi>ended 
vaporous accumulations, and as deluges are b^ot of liquid 
fullness, so it will be found that earthquakes breed in the 
mature incompact agglomerations of solid earthy particles. 

Even though it be assuredly true that ^^eaeh answer 
is a lie," as Emerson has said of the (scientific) questions 
asked by the eye, yet hardly may it be gainsaid that those 
exquisite thrills of continent and of ocean respectively, 
called earthquakes and ^tidal waves' (and which, by-the- 
bye, may be regarded much as ^children' — sometimes bom 
singly and sometimes in pairs [id est, as twins] and, if of 
opposite sex, with always at least a rudimentary trace of 
^sexual' complemence in each) owe their births to the force 
(s) of a cogent intercourse between sea and land — ^inevi- 
tably modified to some d^ree by the essential differentiat- 
ing (increment producing) influence of the ubiquitous 
trinity-completing factor, thin air. 

Adverting (mayhap more properly) to commercial 
relations between land-surface and sea-bottom {id est, 
pertaining [more or less] exclusively to lithosphere), it 
may be triumphantly maintained that the earthquakes 
experienced at San Francisco and vicinity, and including 
the disastrous temblor of early Wednesday morning, April 
18, 1906, (likewise [the 'general run' of] frequent homolo- 
gous^ [though never nearly so destructive] occurrences at 
somewhat scattered localities upon the [so-called] surface 
of the big strong sound-hearted clear-sighted earth ) by the 
law of (lithospheric) circulation, are due to normally re- 
current ** alimentary propulsions (possibly stimulated 
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appreciably by the addition of masses accumulated from 
the artificial erosion that was incident to more or less 
strenuous mining operation, etc.*^ ) of what may be in a 
manner described as an exceedingly slow ( unif ormitarian ) 
cosmic stream (or, drift, if you please) of the sandy strata 
which form the bed of, and take their course (somewhat 
analogous to the progress of a glacier) across, the tongue- 
like geologic basin^ underlying the respective seismic area. 
Such (catastrophic as well as unif ormitarian) distur- 
bances (id est, substantial wave-like movements of the 
diluvial strato-cumulo detritus on one side of a geologic 
dislocation) were, doubtless^ the natural (healthy) symp- 
toms or (harmonious) accompaniments of arduous litho- 
spheric occamone^ — ^analogous, let us say, to those hydro- 
spheric fatalities which are commonly known, in respect 
of their immediate results, as avalanches. 

As to the moot question of relationship between spon- 
taneous*^ earthquakes, such as that of April 18, 1906, and 
volcanic eruptions, it may be stated once for all, as a truth 
susceptible of positive scientific demonstration, that there 
is about as much concatenation between these two kinds 
of phenomena as there is between a South Sea waterspout 
and say a Mississippi Valley cyclone; or as between the 
morainic streamers of the flitting borealis race (or of 
such-like [auroral] evidences of terrestrial excrementa- 
tion) and the (also) uniformitarian-catastrophic (alimen- 
tary®) processional of meteoric® showers australis; or as 
between the alimental and excremental processes respec- 
tively of any other organic (or, so-called, inorganic) sphere 
— even of vegetable life or of animal. ^^ 
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PART n 



^^The great mass of human calamities, in all ages, has 
'been the result of had governments^ — Joseph Story. 

^^ Behold, how great a matter a little fire kindlethF^ 

— St. James, III, 5. 



PART SECOND. 

The immediately paramount vital and economic lesson 
of the great San Francisco holocaust — ^whereof the pro- 
perty damage directly chargeable to the earthquake was so 
comparatively small — is urban and municipal (or, commu- 
nal ) rather than cosmic or individual. Briefly summarised, 
this lesson is that all buildings within the bounds of the 
seismic area — ^bounds not at all difficult to ascertain" — 
and especially in crowded building localities, should be 
required, without peradventure, by the competent political 
authorities of say city or state, to be of a specially ap- 
proved and duly regulated quakeproof and in all respects 
strictly fireproof architectural type: — ^why not according 
to plans and specifications altogether as suitable for the 
not unknown elemental conditions of the respective habi- 
tats as are the well-calculated lines and points of a modern 
ocean-going vessel respecting the much more difficult con- 
ditions — the uncertain Protean perils, of the billowy deep ! 

Whether or not it were better for any part of a modern 
city, as San Francisco, Valparaiso, Kingston or Cliarles- 
ton, to be located upon the unstable ground of a seismic 
area, the writer will not at this juncture presume to decide. 
It might be observed, however, that if there be any truth 
at all in holy writ, then about as foolish a thing as a man 
could do is to build his house upon the shifty sand (vide 
Matthew VII, 26, etc.). 
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^^A hook introduces new thoughts, hut cannot make 
them speedily understood/^ 

— ^Mps. Eddy. 

^^The temper hy which right taste is formed is charac- 
teristically patient. It dwells upon what is submitted to 
it. It does not trample upon it, — lest it should he pearls, 
even though it look like husks J^ 

— John Buskin. 



NOTES 



(( 



I swear the earth shall surely he complete to him or her 

who will he complete. 
The earth remains jagged and hroken only to him or her 
who remains jagged and hroken/^ 

—Walt Whitman. 

^^No human capacity ever yet saw the whole of a thing; 
hut we may see more and more of it the longer we look/^ 

— ^John Buskin. 



NOTES. 

1. To attempt the prevention of a hurricane, cyclone, 
or flood per se would denote sheer folly, but nevertheless 
the wisdom of weather-service institutions has enabled 
man to approximately* forecast the (not too swift) arrival 
of such untoward events, and the genius of architecture 
(the same that inspired our good Father Noah to build 
the Ark) empowers him to successfully obviate the dangers 
thereof. 

2. "Thick clouds are spread, and storms engender 
there." — Dry den. 

3. It should be observed that such lithospheric com- 
motions as usually accompany volcanic eruptions and dis- 
turbances, in the vicinities of their respective activities, 
are not regarded by this writer as homologous to the 
'general run^ of earthquakes. 

4a. Periods of recurrence are certainly modified 
(though therefore none the less normal) by constantly 
changing climacterics due to the etern alternations and 
variations of respective seasons. 

4b. This writer suspects that the celebrated aqueduct 
of Aguas Livres, completed in 1749, contributed in some 
important measure, as an artificial factor, to the natural 
cause of the great Lisbon earthquake in 1755. . 

5. "Basins tend in time to become shallower through 
the accumulation upon their floors of debris worn from 
the surrounding mountains. This process would, if con- 
tinued without interruption (italics are by the present 
writer. Is not the interruption easily recognizable as an 
immediate cause of earthquakes?), flll the basin to its 
brim with deposits of gravel, sand, and silt, and a plain 
would result." — The New International Encyclopaedia, 
New York, 1902; Vol. II, page 543. (It should be noted 

*'<Jareftil observers may fortell the hour 
By sure prognostic, when to dread a shower." 

-—Dean Swift 
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that lexicons and encyclopaedias are not always all wrongs 
despite their deplorable prolificacy of error and confu- 
sion. ) 

— This writer ventures here and now to predict that an 
enlightened common-sense seismological investigation will 
soon (at least) tend to determine that the basin of the 
seismic area of the San Francisco (or of any other like- 
conditioned*) geologic *bed' is to nutricative if not to (ar- 
ticulately and duly effective) lingual intents and purposes 
analogous to the tongtief of a living animal, and that vol- 
canic eruptions are perfectly healthful and orderly excre- 
mental evacuations from the communal body of this vigor- 
ous wide-awake, well-fed animate ( though never so ordur- 
ous) earth — 

"That feeds and breeds by a composture 
Taken from general excrement"** 

as does the race of man. 

And, moreover, in the light of the Earthquake Fiat 
(Lux o-e/o-fio v, lux Dei.), it should soon become apparent 
to the veriest scientific tyro, if not, at least sporadically, to 
an occasional academic veteran, that not ever was such 
sublimation of stupid Dustbin Pedantries, or such opaque 
voluminosity of turbid vaguely phosphorescent Colored 
Water euphuisms, or such incondite jumble of far-fetched 
metaphysical inconsistencies, or such vain idolatrous hol- 
low-hearted mocking trumpery, or such bewildering maze 
of unconscionable ritualistic poppycock, as that signified 
by a certain "generally admitted (quoting from Mr. Her- 
bert Spencer's "First Principles'') geological doctrine of 
the earth's original incandescence" — ^with all its attendant 



*In respect of earthquakes whicli have occurred at Kingston, 
Jamaica, it may be observed that the boundaries of the liken^onditioned 
geok>sic 'bed' are unquestionably indicated by the confines of Kingston 
Hai^r, and in the case of the historic Lisbon di«turbances the 
dimensions of the bed are doubtless coincident with the area of the 
Bay of Lisbon and its arms. 

TAnatomical experts, familiar with the true shape of an animal's 
tongue, in its larger parts, will the better understand the propriety 
of employing this simile. 

** Shakespeare 
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blatancy^ of effects and changes so gravely ascribed to the 
one whimsy cause, diminishing heat. Though the error 
was easily fallen-into, is it any the less manifestly prepos- 
terous ! 

6. "There are records of great landslips in the Alps 
that received their initial impetus from earthquakes.^' — 
The New International Encyclopaedia, Vol. X, page 946. 
Such records are probably incorrect. In fact, it may be 
maintained that the earthquakes referred to in all such 
cases are collateral effects of the convulsions incident to 
detachments which immediately preceded the landslips. 

7. By spontaneous earthquakes, this writer means 
seismic shocks which pertain to the exercise of the alimen- 
tary function in contradistinction to such contingent 
shocks — usually of minor extent and severity — as are attri- 
butable to the exercise of the excremental function. — ^Very 
likely the disturbances in Southern Mexico (as reported 
in press despatches of April 15, 1907) will be found to 
belong to the latter category. Anyhow a careful reading 
of the least unreliable news accounts available at this 
time and distance (Columbus, Ohio, April 17, 1907) would 
seem to indicate that the sensationalism of the early mea- 
ger details had not been toned-down any in the rush pro- 
cess of transmission and redaction. 

8. With all due respect for the "soul of truth" that 
(admittedly) pervades Mr. Herbert Spencer's copious and 
no doubt laboriously evolved* System of Synthetic Philo- 
sophy, let us not here make use of the hackney words, 
"integrating" and "dissipating," but rather, if the reader 
please, of particular words which are believed to be much 
more both soundly and ^iflrnificantly expressive of our 
maybe none too precisely chosen meaning; that is, say, 
alimentary and excrementary. 



*lpso facto (that is, being an evolved system) the System would 
seem to be subject to the lucklessly, if not fatally, involved converse 
destiny of becoming, sooner or later, utterly and literally, dissolved. — 
Bivolved from dusty matter and from Colored Water thou also art, and 
unto dusty matter and Colored Water wilt thou likewise (yea, even 
thou Head Philosopher of the Universe, perhaps) return. 
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9. "He that hath an ear, let him hear what the 
Spirit* saith f that is, let him list to the truly divine music 
of the great everlasting spheres, f 

It may be shown that the procession of meteoric 
showers, from the helisphere, is analogous, as well in 
respect of its a priori origin as of its a posteriori destiny, 
to the procession of snow and rain showers, from the 
atmosphere; and that there is concomitantly and equili- 
briously a continual say excrementation (or, dissipation, 
if the reader please) not of motion (with all due respect 
for Mr. Herbert Spencer's curiously contrived [might not 
one say, somewhat mesmeriquef] formula of ^evolution,' 
whatever that is) but, unmistakably, of matter, from all 
points of the earth's ( lithospheric, hydrospheric and) at- 
mospheric surfaces into the helisphere, analogous to the ex- 
crementation (or, ^dissipation') from (lithosphere and) 
hydrosphere to atmosphere, and from lithosphere to hydro- 
sphere; and that from the products of such excrementa- 
tion (into the helisphere, as aforesaid), possibly, yes 
probably, in more or less intimate combination with similar 
products from (all) other planets and heavenly orbs, re- 
sult currents and clouds (id est, what you may call, strata, 
cumuli, etc.) of (nebulous) matter, from whence are the 
abundant precipitations (that is, alimentary supplies from 
the helisphere) which correspond in a sense to rain, hail 
and snow ( that is, to the precipitations, or alimentary sup- 
plies, from the circumambient atmosphere). 



In the light of a true 20th century advancement in 
rudimentary physical science, this raw recruit and rude 
untutored apostle of the muses dares to hope that even 
Boyal Societies soon may condescend to have some cog- 
nisance of a lurking suspicion — ^what does the poet say? — 

^Revelations, n, 7, etc. 

tWith the aid of etymology it may be easily discovered that the 
two words, spirit and sphere, have an identical root. — "He that hath 
an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith to the churches;'* that is, to 
them who do diligently search for wisdom and understanding. — ^The 
words, church and search are also doubtless from one root. — "He that 
hath an ear, let him hear." 
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"But I will bring thee where thou shalt quit 
Those rudiments, and see before thine eyes 
The very truth which makes men free." 
He that hath an eye, let him see — that this primary, coura- 
geous (that is, hearty) brahminical, sphygmic, mature, 
life-supporting, communal, polyjugular planet, called 
earth, in its anatomically well-organized inwards, must 
constantly sustain (and be sustained by) uniform, syste- 
matic, nutrient and excretory organs and processes of 
change : of composition and of decomposition ; of digestion, 
absorption, circulation, assimilation, expropriation and 
dissemination. — "Every end is a beginning." 

— Without attempting to trace the ineffably gradual 
.and moderately insensory transitions of say from space to 
light, from light to ether, ether to gas, gas to liquid, and 
from liquid to the lowest' form of a (so-called) uncrys- 
talline stratified rock, and vice versa et cetera^ — this idle 
amateurish, careless, undisciplined observer, though never 
so timorously, will venture to point out a few striking ana- 
logies, to-wit : Between the grateful alternative march of 
days and nights and the nicely reciprocating vital process 
of breathing; and between the punctually-conjunctive, 
gently-rotatory tidal movements of old ocean, together 
with the welling-forth of (always) more or less salty inland 
springs and geysers, and the co-operant (spring and neap) 
currents of the gushing, surging, sometimes spouting ar- 
teries;* between the valvate interlacing, so-called fresh, 
water flow and subsidence of continental (and insular) 
drainage systems and the knotted venous ventral, now and 
again swollen, streaming and floorage (or, *fiowerage') of 
an animal's heartward blood vessels; between the ascend- 
ing and elaborated sap processes of the world's vegetable 
kingdom and the microscopic organic chemistry of animal 

*Witliout more ado of hints, what sensible natural philosopher, 
say a» untrammeied as William Harvey or as guileless as Parsifal, 
could now have the temerity to deny that there exists throughout 
planetary bodies, of which the earth is presumably a fair sample (at 
least, the only one which by any manner of means can be got at to 
dissect) a circulation of water (that is, a hydrospheric circulation, as 
well as a lithospheric one) corresponding in all respects to the all-too- 
tardily discovered blood circulation of animal bodies! 
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capillarieB; between (as one might almost if not quite risk 
to asseverate) the delicately adjusted scheme of terrestrial 
( supersensitiyely orientative) magnetism and the divine 
intuitive sapiency of the refining cerebro^spinal organism ; 
or between the rocky framework which shapes the beau- 
teous atlantean land^ and the bony skeleton which gives to 
(proper) vertebral creation its comely grace and hand- 
some symmetry. 

Henceforth (that is, after the free delivery of these 
presents; if they will ever be found worthy of publication) 
what duly enlightened and learned commentator would be 
so rash as to argue, or what well-informed sovereign intelli- 
gence so silly as to think of admitting, that there ever was 
in fact any more rationally truthful foundation for the 
Nebular Hypothesis and Theory of Evolution (as, forsooth, 
of this superior, self-reliant, spirited planet from a vision- 
ary incandescent ball ! ) than for the biblical story of crea- 
tion, in the book of Genesis ! 

Is it not at length become clearly evident 
("Mother of Science,* now I feel thy power 
Within me clear, not only to discern 
Things in their causes, but to trace the ways 
Of highest agents." — Milton.) 

that existence. Nature, I am that I am, is neither a mathe- 
matical formula nor a piece of perpetual motion mechan- 
ism, nor to be explained by fantastic Norse legend or by 
chimerical Greek fable! Yggdrasil, the alleged Tree of 
the Universe, never was: other than the dshj figment of 
extravagant pagan vagary. Its fruit (whereby ye shall 
well know it) is m7, or less; that is, dead-sea fruit. Incon- 
ceivable chaos and the never comprehensible chaos-begotten 
theogony of the ancients and the entire (heathen) cosmo- 
gony were never other than 

"A false impossible creation proceeding from the 
feverish brain of man." 



*"Tfaat is, as much as to say (mother of) 8ion (or, of Zion), for the 
etymology of the two words (8ion and Science) is surely similar. 
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— Is it not conclusively established in the minds of all 
right-thinking human beings (what better proof could be 
desired than the indubitable and incontrovertible testi- 
money of their own forever subconsciously alert bodily 
senses!) that this so-called globe which we inhabit is, to all 
intents and purposes, a most active (as well as passive) 
palpitating, quickening, omnipotent (or, quasi-omnipot- 
ent; it's all the same, perhaps), well-nigh, if not quite, 
thinking, sentient being; typical (that is, prototypical) of 
the true eternally living universal word — ^which was in the 
beginning, and was and is God, and was and is and (very 
likely*) ever will be God with us — "world (or, wor[]d) 
without (either beginning or) end;" that is, as to any of 
the dramatic (trinitarian) unities of time, of space, and of 
action ! Amen. 

10. Indeed it may prove quite justifiable to extend 
our comparison to the intellectual (or, interrectual ) 
sphere itself, and to declare that a furious volcanic erup- 
tion has perhaps every bit as much to do with the uncom- 
promising (alimental) earthquake phenomenon as say an 
Easter Sunday church parade on Fifth Avenue, New York, 
has to do with the cause of a blighting famine in China; 
or as a well-developed case of political paranoia on the 
Potomac has to do with an enunciation of the beatitudes. 

11. It would seem that a record of some two hundred 
and fifty (250) more or less well-defined (if the newspaper 
publishers had not basely complotted to hide the city's 
shame by suppressing the news, — ^with about as much judg- 
ment as that shown by an ostrich when it attempts to 
escape bodily danger by poking its little head in the sand) 
earthquakes at San Francisco from about 1849 to 1906, 
combined with available statistics, though never so super- 
ficial, as to the severity and extent of earthquake shocks 
elsewhere, should have rendered the limitations of that 
particular seismic area approximately determinate. 



*The author does not think it wise to be at aU positive regarding 
the future; for, is it not truly written (Proverhs XXVUI, 1) that "thou 
knowest not what a day may bring forth." 
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